
English Poster Presentations for Academic Purposes 

Course Introduction 
This course is designed for students who seek training or improvement in their English-
language presentation skills for academic purposes. The focus is on English oral 
presentations, with special reference to poster presentations. 
 
With the aid of interactive recording and networking media, not only can the peer 
audience provide timely and reviewable advice, but the presenters themselves have an 
opportunity to become their most rewarding critics. Students will be able to spot, mark, 
and envision their progress toward becoming an effective presenter. 
 
To measure student progress from the beginning of this course to the conclusion of this 
course, pre and post "tests" will be utilized. This will take the form of an initial 
presentation and a final presentation. For the initial presentation, after the first week of 
class, as a take home learning task, students will be asked to prepare and present a short 
presentation video (3-5 minutes) about a topic of their choosing that is related to their 
discipline. They will be provided with a specific list of objectives that they will be trying 
to accomplish through their presentation.  For the final presentation, students will 
prepare a presentation on the same topic that they had chosen for their initial 
presentation.  
 
By comparing these two presentations, students will be able gauge to their 
improvement in their presentation skills, especially since the initial and final 
presentations are identical in criteria and topic. In addition to presentation skills, 
student progress in presentation structure and design, as well as content research will 
also be visible by comparing both presentations.  
 
This course will not only teach presentation skills, but through the process of 
structuring and preparing a presentation, students will learn how to effectively conduct 
research for their topics and to incorporate this information into their presentations. In 
other words, not only will presentation performance skills be developed in this course, 
but also topical research and content design. 
 
Core Competences (CC) 
The purpose of this course is to adhere to the NTU and College of Science educational 
objectives by contributing to students’ 
CC 1. independent judgment and ability to innovate 
CC 2. professional knowledge and skills 
CC 3. communicative and team skills 
 

Course Intended Learning Outcome (CILO) 
By the end of this course, students should be able to: 
CILO 1. demonstrate familiarity with the knowledge and skills in conceiving and 



designing an academic presentation for a group of intended audience (general 
or expert audience) based on a focused research topic (CC 1, 2 & 3) 

CILO 2. identify and select effective features of academic poster presentations, and 
apply them to their presentations (CC 1 & 2) 

CILO 3. present more confidently and persuasively in English by choosing appropriate 
presentation structures and techniques (CC 1 & 2) 

CILO 4. analyze their audience to ensure maximum value of their presentation content 
(CC 1, 2 & 3) 

 

Reading Materials 
All reading and supplementary materials will be distributed in class. 
 

Assessment Methods 
 
Types Weighting 
Attendance and Participation 20% 
Peer Reviewing tasks 20% 
Self-Reviewing tasks 20% 

Short and Long Presentations 40% 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Tentative Schedule 

Week Theme Task 
1 Listen to what they say 

• Understand your audience 
• Disciplinary-specific vs. cross-disciplinary 

communications: features and techniques 
• Top 5 poster presentation pitfalls 

Deliver an informal 
presentation: “Me beyond 
What You See” 
HW: Pre-training video 
filming 

2 Design your structure & plan your 
introduction 
• Win at the first 10 seconds: techniques & 

useful verbal and non-verbal languages 

Prepare a gripping 90-
second introduction to 
your research 

3 Explain your procedures & present data 
• Make the abstract concrete: techniques & 

useful verbal and non-verbal languages 
• “Diagramming” your arguments 
• Precise and concise claims 

Diagrams vs. Texts 
wrestling task 

4 End with a memorable conclusion 
Manage Q&A 
• Highlight significance: techniques & 

useful verbal and non-verbal languages 
• Rebuttal strategies and language  

Research—Life associating 
task 
Rhetorical expression 
introduction 

5 Allow your visual aids to do the talking 
• Layout, structure, and component of an 

effective poster 
• Basic concept of coloring 

Rubric introduction 

6 Poster Presentation Simulation  
Self- & Peer Reviews 
(If the term is scheduled to be 5 + 1, the final 
presentation will be conducted via an online 
platform.) 

Post-training video filming 
Pre- and Post- videos 
comparison 

 


